ADVENT/CHRISTMAS/EPIPHANY 2014

IMPORTANT
DATES

Christmas Eve
service
is at 5 p.m.

No Christmas
Day Service
Confirmation
Class
resumes

Christmas Greeting
We reflect on this past year, its challenges and its blessings. We continue to journey together, strong, and hopeful. We have bid farewell
to some, and our prayers go with them. We have said goodbye to
some people who are now with Jesus. We look forward to God’s
blessings in the New Year, and we are excited about our mission and
ministry.
May all of you have a Blessed Christmas and a Joyful New Year.
Bruce McMillan, Elsie Kent, Cristi Danielson, (Wardens)
Rev. Susan Titterington (Rector)
Shelley Munnoch, Frank Bann, Brent Jackson, Audrey Kelly,
Roselyn Fortier, Judie Schnell, and Jane McMillan. (Vestry)

January 25th

Did you know?
Joy to the world!
Singing is good for your health.
A recent article in Alive Magazine discussed the physical, mental and social benefits of singing. Lung expansion, improved posture, mind body connection, as well as overall sense of wellbeing are a few of the physical
benefits of singing in a group.
Singing releases stress and activates our grey cells, which help us to learn. Being part of a community of likeminded people builds our relationships with other people. Learning newsongs or learning anything that pushes
us out of our comfort zone aids in our neuroplasticity. It’s why we’re supposed to do the crossword puzzles
and get some exercise. Church helps with all of this.
Many of the Psalms include the idea of singing a joyful noise , singing the Lord’s song in foreign lands, shouting with joy.
So even if you can’t sing well, or so you might think, consider singing loudly next time.
Shout with Joy to the Lord, all you lands, lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing (Psalm 98.5)
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2014
This season, we, of course, remember that Love came down on Christmas morning – love came
into the world. Fully embracing this in my heart, it calls me to place God in the centre of all that
I say and do. It isn’t always easy, admittedly. However, by centering oneself on God and God’s
love shown in the Incarnation, we are able to look beyond the oppression, suppression, and difficulties of human relationships; in order to see and embrace Christ in all.
Through this centrality of God Incarnate, we are given a filter through which to study the complexities of scripture and to strip away the culturally embedded interpretations that have
clouded and distorted Jesus’ message, in order to have ears to hear. Through the ages, our human interpretations of God’s word have been used to both lift up and push down God’s people.
How do we hear? It is through the ears of love, which is central. God, through Christ, calls us
to a live a life of gratitude and love. Staff writer, André Forget of the Anglican Journal said it
well,
At Advent, Christians find themselves looking in two directions. Even as they remember Christ’s nativity, they also anticipate his coming again. Like the season
of Lent, Advent is an opportunity for Christians to examine where they are now
in light of where they have come from and where they are going. (November
2014, p. 12)
I have come to appreciate the Celtic Christian tradition, from which our own tradition came to
be. Joyce Nenham’s Circle of Prayer: Prayers and blessings in the Celtic tradition, contains a
beautiful and ancient Christmas prayer crafted by St. Ambrose who lived during the years 34097. As a note, we often focus our Thursday services on the study of the ancient Celtic and other
saints.
Come thou redeemer of the earth,
And manifest thy virgin birth:
Let every age adoring fall,
Such birth befits the God of all.
Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,
And darkness glow with new-born light,
No more shall night extinguish day,
Where love’s bright beams their power display. (2003, p. 47)
May the hope, peace, joy and love of this season surround you and your family.
Susan+

Contact Information
Rector: Rev’d Dr. Susan Titterington 204 250-4055
Rector’s Warden: Bruce McMillan 204 831-5155
People’s Warden: Elsie Kent 204 837-7056
Parish Administration: Audrey Kelly 204 837-9303
Treasurer/
Preauthorized Giving: Jane McMillan 204 831-5155
Pastoral Care/Prayer List: Ann Hunt 204 837-1539
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You’re Invited!
Sunday at 9 a.m. is early, especially in the winter.
Come and eat breakfast with us after service.
Or
Consider coming to Thursday service at 11:30 a.m.
We have a shorter service and then share a bag lunch
and a visit, if you have time.
On occasion, as with Sunday’s, we have a service of
Morning Prayer.

Easy way to support St Chad.
In addition to your regular offerings, you can use
Red River Co-op Gas and give the points to our
Card Number, which is 0294144.
Write it down and use it when ever you gas up at a
Red River Co-op. (there are a few cards at the
back of the church with this number.)

Reports from the 2014 PARISH RECORDS
by Audrey Kelly
Baptism

AVERY CHRISTINA NEWMAN - JULY 20
PARENTS: DEAN MCINTOSH AND TARA NEWMAN

JOSSLYN JUDE MURRAY - AUGUST 31
PARENTS: WAYNE & CARLA MURRAY

We’re Staying Put, For Now
Vestry has decided to sign another lease for the
next year as we felt that the relationship is going well. Kirkfield Park will be getting a new
pastor on a part time basis next year. They are
also considering their future. So, we will stay
put for now.
While all of us just breathe into this place and
space, we continue to focus on our spiritual,
physical, and financial well-being, while preparing ourselves to be strong and vital in the
future.
Deaths

IRENE RADWAY - FEBRUARY 6, 1929SEPTEMBER 23
DONNA LEE VOLKAR - OCTOBER 13,
1960-OCTOBER 1
MOLLY MAUREEN NIXON - DECEMBER 23,
1931-OCTOBER 19

Worship
Christians have always gathered to give thanks and worship God. In the beginning and in some places in our
world today, Christians gathered in secret, in a house or small room, offered prayer, enjoy fellowship of others,
and committed themselves to following Jesus.
Today our worship has evolved to be much more than this and we are blessed that we are in such a place that we
can worship openly. Our current space is comfortable, accessible and provides a great place for fellowship after
worship.
The Scripture Readings sound different
You might have noticed that the bible readings sound less formal with more familiar language. We are now using the New Revised Standard Edition, a recognized and approved translation for use in our church. Someone
donated a book with all the readings of the church year. We are also using this NRSV at our Thursday services.
Why Morning Prayer, are we going back to the old days?
We have made some changes and now have Morning Prayer on the first Sunday of the month, and we’ve heard
this question. The move to Morning Prayer on the first Sunday of the month, while connected to the past, gives
us opportunities to try some very new and progressive things, while still maintaining the feel and tradition of an
Anglican service. This service will set one Sunday to focus on living missionally, and how we utilize our spiritual, monetary, and temporal gifts for God’s mission in the world. We were referring to the first Sunday as Children’s gift Sunday, in line with the Church Mouse Compendium Sunday School program. While important,
we’ve learned that taking a Sunday to focus on how we live into our mission is an important part of being
church in the world today. We’ll also hear from our ministry partners and learn more about the ways in which
St. Chad’s is engaged in God’s mission.
Ideas we are considering, trying some of the new prayers being written, and explored by the Anglican Church of
Canada. For example, we will be using some new Collect prayers in Advent. We are looking for new and interesting occasional prayers and reflections from within the Anglican Communion.
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A Christmas Note from July in Australia
Dear Chaddians: Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I am July Ayuen,
writing from Adelaide, Australia. I am doing well with my family, and trusting the Lord that you are doing well as
well. Sorry, that it took me long to send you an e-mail. It came to my mind that the season of Advent, is a time for
expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus. Preparation includes preparing our
hearts and minds in prayers and in studying the scriptures. In preparation, we think about one another, our families
and friends. I am too, thinking about you. I know, it is snowing and cold by now. Stay warm, and I will stay cool
here in Australia, for it is getting hot.
During Advent we recall the history of God's people and reflect on how the prophecies and promises of the Old Testament were fulfilled. This gives us a background for the present. Today we can reflect on the past track record of
God and so begin to understand what it means to us now for the sake of what is to come, in our own future and that
of our world. God loves us, and loves us to the end. Peace be with you. Amen.
July Ayuen

Visit www.stchad.ca for pictures from our Applebee’s Fundraiser from October—and other things.
St, Chad’s Parish UPDATE – People’s Warden—Elsie Kent
It is hard to imagine that a whole year has gone by since we left the old premises at the Assiniboia Christian Centre. We acknowledge that there are times when we still miss some of the familiarity, the routine,
and the friends that we had and have left behind. My own reflection is that we have been part of a much
larger group for so long that we need to define who we are as St. Chad by ourselves. However, it is so
much easier to start to focus on how we will redefine ourselves when we do not have to worry about
how our next bills will be paid.
We want to thank everyone again for your continued support. Without your efforts we would quickly
fade away. It is easy to forget to acknowledge all that is offered by so many, but please believe us when
we say that we may forget to acknowledge, but we do not forget that through the efforts of so many, our
life has been greatly enhanced since our move.
In June of this year, Rev. Susan and I attended a TENS Stewardship Conference referred to as “Walking
the Way”. TENS is The Episcopal Network of Stewardship that the Diocese of Rupert’s Land is a member of. It is an organization committed to inspiring generosity and faithful discipleship.
Christian Stewardship is a vital and integral part of any Christian walk. Stewardship is the care of the
city and the people therein. Stewardship is also how we say “thank you” for all the blessings in our lives
and it is how we begin to live out a life of worship. Stewardship is the use of our time, our gifts of intelligence towards the goal of following Christ’s example of goodness, compassion, and justice for all people.
Walking the Way is following Jesus as a lifelong journey. Our stewardship of all of life is a path in this
discipleship. As we move forward, we need to take the next step in stewardship. Through careful consideration and discussion, we need to become leaders in the community that serves all of our community.
This means listening to the voices of those in need and building caring relationships. By listening to
their stories and perhaps telling our own, we can inspire others and our faith can make a difference.
The value of what our church does can no longer be assumed to be known. We need to tell stories that
grab peoples’ emotions so that we can connect to their passions.
Financial Update (as of November 30, 2014)
As we approach year-end, we know that you are interested in just how we are doing.
December is always a generous month for St Chadians.
Budgeted Income for 2014:
Actual Income to Nov 30:
Open Offerings:
1000.00
Open Offerings
682.75
Envelope
50000.00
Envelope
39203.71
Preauthorized
42000.00
Preauthorized
40527.00
Total Budgeted
93000.00
Total Actual
80413.46
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St. Chad’s / Kirkfield U.C. farewell brunch for The Rev’d Brenda Gibson
The Rev’d Brenda Gibson, Minister
of the Kirkfield United Church, at
the brunch held at the church on
Sunday, December 15, 2014.
This was a buffet meal with both St.
Chad’s and Kirkfield congregants
meeting to say our good-byes to
Brenda who is leaving her position
at end of this year.
She was presented by a gift by Bruce
McMillan on behalf of the St.
Chad’s congregation,
as well as a going-away gift by a
trustee of Kirkfield U.C.
Ann Hunt made the cake. Photos by
Gil Frederick.

Brenda cutting the celebratory cake.
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IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR FINANCES
HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT PLANNED GIVING?
Planned giving enables you to support a charity of your choice and receive the maximum tax
benefit.
Planned giving assists your favourite charities in future financial planning.
How does it work?
There are ways to support the charities of your choice and meet your financial planning goals
now as well as through your lasting wishes.
You can maximize your financial planning now as well as give to charities that you care
about.
Income Tax Rules and Incentives
Canadian Revenue Agency provides incentive to bridge the donor’s desire to help and the
charity’s need for capital.
The Charitable donations tax credit can be in the form of donations of RRSP, RRIF and life
insurance proceeds made through direct beneficiary designations.
Can I help now and in the future?
Planning giving can be incorporated into a financial plan now as well as through part of a
will.
A PROFESSIONAL INSURANCE ADVISOR CAN ASSIST WITH ALL OF THESE
QUESTIONS.
Call
Bill Sadler CLU
Insurance and Financial Advisor
Home 837-5137
E-mail bsadler20@aol.com
Fax 885-9182
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